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Introduction

Dear Readers, 

The second quarter of 2021 is behind us, when 172 756 new names were registered, which 
was 28 582 fewer than in the previous quarter. Almost 84% of the registrations were made 
by registrants based in Poland. The total number of registrants amounted to 1 103 039. 
On average, there were 2.27 names per one registrant. 

At the end of the quarter there were 2 500 710 active domain names in the .pl domain 
registry, which was by 4 492 more than in the previous quarter. The growth trend in the 
number of renewals was maintained, including an increase in the number of renewals of 
regional domains. A total of 420 083 .pl domain names were renewed for a consecutive 
billing period. The renewal rate amounted to 72.23% and was by 0.94 p.p. higher than in 
the previous quarter. 

In the discussed period the .pl domain registry noted an increase in the number of domain 
names secured with the DNSSEC protocol. Their number amounted to 437 351 - it is the 
best result since June 2020.

In recent months NASK has been participating in research works, conducted within CENTR 
(Council of European National Top-Level Domain Registries), concerning machine learning 
algorithms and the use of domain names. The results, obtained from the Internet robot 
(crawler) signs of life, a data indexing tool, have been discussed in the article: „How does 
the robot see the .pl domain?”.

In recent weeks we have continued preparations for the IGF2021, UN Digital Summit, 
which will be hosted by Poland for the first time. I invite you to participate in the most 
important digital event of the year to be held on 6-10 December 2021 at the International 
Congress Centre in Katowice. Registration information can be found on this page.

I encourage you to read the report.

Director of
.pl Domain Registry

https://dns.pl/en/news/how-does-a-robot-see-the-pl-domain
https://dns.pl/en/news/how-does-a-robot-see-the-pl-domain
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en


4NASK’s report for the second quarter of 2021

Facts and figures
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.pl domain names active in DNS

Domain names in .pl domain registry

At the end of the second quarter of 2021, in the .pl domain registry, there were  
2 500 710 domain names active in DNS. From the beginning of April to the end of June 
2021 the number of maintained domain names increased by 4 492. Annual growth rate of 
the number of domain names amounted to 1.84%.

2 015 992 names were registered directly in the .pl domain, 388 996 in the functional 
domains (e.g. .edu.pl, .sklep.pl) and 95 722 in the regional domains (among others, .wroclaw.pl,  
.olsztyn.pl). 
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Transfers

During the second quarter of 2021 registrants 26 833 times changed a registrar handling 
.pl domain names maintained for them.

In 1 603 cases, transfer of service was executed with a simultaneous renewal of a .pl domain 
name for a consecutive billing period, whereby 464 changes were effected after the billing 
period had been completed.

.pl domain names active in DNS

Number of .pl domain name transfers

C
o

pyright by N
A

S
K

C
o

pyright by N
A

S
K

Division of transfers,
Q2 2021

1 603 transfers with renewal in Q2 2021

0

20 000

40 000

60 000

80 000

100 000

120 000

140 000

160 000

2019 2020 2021

Q4

Q3

Q2

Q1

active domain
names

active domain names 
with renewal

inactive domain 
names1.73%

4.24%

94.03%



7NASK’s report for the second quarter of 2021

Renewal of a domain name for a consecutive billing period

At the end of June 2021 the renewal rate reached the level of 72.23%. In comparison to the 
first quarter the rate increased by 0.94 p.p. 

In the second quarter, 420 083 .pl domain names were renewed, while in 1 349 cases the 
end of the billing period was shifted by an individually defined number of days.

.pl domain names active in DNS
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Domain names released from the .pl domain registry

In the second quarter of 2021, there were released 172 350 names from the .pl domain registry 
due to lack of renewal by registrants for a consecutive billing period.

In the discussed period, 4 316 names were deliberately deleted from the registry by the EPP 
request.
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From the beginning of April to the end of June 2021, 172 756 names were registered, 
whereby 145 284 directly in the .pl domain, 20 728 in functional domains and 6 744 in 
regional domains. 

The highest number of names, i.e. 64 005, were registered in April. In May 60 240 names 
were registered, while in June 48 511 new names were added to the registry.

New names in the .pl domain registry

Number of .pl domain name registrations 
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Registrants in the .pl domain registry

At the end of the second quarter of 2021, in the .pl domain registry, there were 1 103 039 
entries of unique registrants. Their number dropped by 1 092 as compared to the first 
quarter of 2021.

Registrants of .pl domain names
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Place of residence of .pl domain name registrants

Registrants of .pl domain names

Division of .pl domain names active in
DNS for registrant’s country, Q2 2021

Division of .pl domain name registrations
for a registrant’s country, Q2 2021
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Additional services of .pl domain registry 

DNSSEC

In the .pl domain registry at the end of June 2021, there were 437 351 names secured with 
the DNSSEC protocol, with 48.98% thereof registered before 2019, 8.84% in 2019, 20.33% 
in 2020 and 21.85% in 2021.

During the discussed period the number of secured names increased by 15 607.
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Additional services of .pl domain registry

IDN

At the end of the second quarter of 2021 in the .pl domain registry, there were 28 020 names 
with national diacritic signs (IDN), constituting 1.12% of all active .pl domain names. 

From the beginning of April to the end of June 2021 2 036 IDNs were registered, which 
constituted 1.18% of all .pl domain names registered during the period under discussion. 

Number of .pl IDNs active in DNS
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Additional services of .pl domain registry

Options

In the second quarter of 2021, 3 258 agreements on options for the registration of .pl domain 
names were concluded and 516 agreements were renewed for a consecutive 3-year period. 

The number of agreements, concluded in particular months, amounted to: 1 050 in April, 1 200 
in May and 1 008 in June.

1 232 agreements on options were executed with providing a domain name for registration.  
In 53 cases registration failed for reasons attributed to an option holder, thus domain names in 
question being released for public registration.
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Registrars of .pl domain names

NASK Partner Programme

The .pl domain registry, at the end of June 2021, was cooperating, within the NASK Partner 
Programme, with 213 registrars from 25 countries.

130 registrars, with their registered offices in Poland, were servicing totally over 1.6 million 
.pl domain names. 53 registrars, seated in other European countries, were handling over  
520 thousand .pl domain names, whereas 30 registrars, from outside of Europe, were operating 
more than 331 thousand .pl domain names.

Partners of NASK, division by place of
residence, Q2 2021

.pl domain name market share between Partners 
considering the place of residence, Q2 2021
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